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Subject: Peacekeeping forces -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 8 specialties, including military police, engineers, and
civil affairs experts. Many of these skills reside heavily in the reserve military component due to current force
structuring practices. DOD policy restricts the duration of deployment and activation of reserve forces. As
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan continue and the number of deployed reservists increases, it is likely to
become increasingly difficult for DOD to identify reserve personnel in high-demand areas who are eligible to
deploy. We reported that the Army National Guard and Army Reserve, for example, are already stretched to a
point where their readiness for additional deployments, or 9 homeland security crises, has been degraded. In a
January 2007 report, we stated that current operations are also taking a heavy toll on the condition and
readiness of the militarys equipment due to strain created by the high operational tempo and harsh
environmental conditions of operations in 10 Iraq and Afghanistan. Perceived lack of impartiality. In some
locations, a U. S. -led force may not be perceived by the local people and neighboring countries as an impartial
and fair force. These two qualities, according to the UN and U. S. officials, are key to gaining the confidence
and trust of the people. State and DOD officials stated that Lebanon is a good example. These officials
considered several options for assisting Lebanon, following the 2006 hostilities with Israel, including a U. S. -led
peace operation, a NATO-led one, or a modified UN operation. U. S. officials concluded that either a U. S. or a
NATO-led operation would be perceived by some factions...
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