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indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: the oil-shales of the Green River formation in Colorado. That a mineral,
from which oil could be obtained by destructive distillation, existed in parts of Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming,
was well known; but this report, followed by those of Winchester103, which have been widely quoted, gave rise
to a remarkable interest in oil-shales in the United States during 1916, and the beginnings of an attempted
development of an oil-shale industry in this country. Since that year an increasing amount of work has been
done on oil-shale, but up to the time of this writing (March, 1922), no commercial oil-shale operations have
been started in this country, and the industry does not yet exist, except in the literature of promotion
organizations. Many retorts of various designs have been proposed, several patented, and a few have been
erected, but most of these have been so small that they must be considered as experimental or demonstration
plants. Many investigators and organizers are working in good faith, but the potential industry has suffered
much harm by the fake promoter and his promotion companies. It is reasonable to say that over 100
companies have been organ 101 Bacon, R. F., and Hamor, W. A., The American petroleum industry: Vol. 1. pp.
203-212 Baskervllle, C. E. Economic possibilities of American oil-shales: Eng. and Min. Jour., Vol. 88, 1909, pp.
149-154. 102 Woodruff, E. C, and Day, D. T., Oil-shale in northerwestern Colorado and northeastern Utah: U. S.
Geol. Survey, Bull. 581, 1914....
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