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Advisers (1971). Series A159 and A160 Number of Operating Businesses Series A159 measures the number of
business firms in operation as of January 1 of each year (data prior to 1940 are averages of end-of-quarter
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under one management and with an established place of business. A firm may control one aP more plants or
outlets, but parent corporations and corporate subsidiaries are counted separately. All nonfarm businesses are
included, regardless of size, and all self-employed persons with either a place of business or at least one paid
employee are included. Professional practices (doctors, lawyers, etc. ) are not considered business firms. Series
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