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ibooks Inc, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 230 x 155 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book. I have long admired Paul Preuss s work and for this reason was pleased when he expanded six of my
short stories into the Arthur C. Clarke s Venus Prime series, which has been extremely successful. I wish him
every success with his new novel. -Arthur C. Clarke Paul Preuss is one of the rather few science fiction writers
who really understand and appreciate science. He s also a fine writer by any other standard. In Core he gives us
a story both exciting and thought provoking, filled with people we come to know about and care about. -Poul
Anderson What is the deepest hole which may be dug into the earth? was first asked about 1947, not 1941, by
Enrico Fermi. It can be found in University of Chicago Graduate Problems in Physics, with Solutions, from the
University of Chicago Press. The catch is, it appears in the section of experimental problems, for which no
solutions are given. To address it, one ought to know something about drilling techniques, materials, and the
earth. When Byron Preiss challenged me with the question (he phrased it diIerently) around the time of the
125th anniversary of Jules Verne s Journey to the Center of the Earth, I knew next to nothing about any of these
subjects. Besides spinning a yarn, nothing is more fun than research. The earth s magnetic field begins to
collapse, leaving the planet unprotected against deadly cosmic rays and solar flares. Hundreds of thousands of
men, women, and children suIer radiation burns and deaths, severe power disruptions, and communications
blackouts. If the collapse continues, the ozone layer will be totally destroyed, setting loose plagues of cancer,
sterility, mutations, birth...
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